
Creation of Salt Lake County

On 31 January 1850, the Legislature of the State of Deseret passed "an Ordinance Providing for 
the Location of Counties and Precincts Therein Named, etc."  The ordinance gives rough 
boundaries for Great Salt Lake County and names Great Salt Lake City as the County seat.

After Congress created the Territory of Utah, the Territorial Legislature passed a law on 4 Oct. 
1851 adopting all the laws of the State of Deseret, which would have included the ordinance 
locating the various counties.

The relevant entry from the Laws of the Territory of Utah, 1851 and an entry from the book The 
State of Deseret by Dale L. Morgan are attached.  

http://historyresearch.utah.gov/


THERE IS NO SINGLE ORIGINAL CHARTER 
DOCUMENT CREATING SALT LAKE COUNTY. 







Salt Lake County Archives Note of Origin of Publication 

1. This document was pulled from the Internet Archive, which has a digital copy available
for free public access, “Constitution of the State of Deseret”, published 1850. Made
available online in 2010. This is the original primary source for Dale Morgan's book
The State of Deseret.

a. Source: https://catalog.churchofjesuschrist.org/record/03dabc1b- 
c81b-4ad1-9d92-5c997b5ecedd/0?view=summary&lang=eng

2. Original bibliographic record by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
“Constitution of the State of Deseret”, published 1850.

a. Source: https://catalog.churchofjesuschrist.org/record/03dabc1b- 

c81b-4ad1-9d92-5c997b5ecedd/0?view=summary&lang=eng

Daniel Cureton, 

Digital and Reference Archivist 

March 14, 2023 

https://catalog.churchofjesuschrist.org/record/03dabc1b-c81b-4ad1-9d92-5c997b5ecedd/0?view=summary&lang=eng
https://catalog.churchofjesuschrist.org/record/03dabc1b-c81b-4ad1-9d92-5c997b5ecedd/0?view=summary&lang=eng
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PREAMBLE—
Vv^.Lx.L.-.:;^ iargG number of Citizens of the United Stales, hciuii,

and since the Treaty of Peace with tiie Republic of Mexico, einici:.-

:ed to, and settled in that portion of,the Territory of the United

States, lying Avest of die Rocky Mountains, and in the Great Iritc-

fior Basin of Upper California; and
Whereas, by reason of said treaty, all civil organization, origi.^a-

tiiig from the Republic of Me;dco became abrogated; and
Whf.e.ea5, the Congress of the United States has failed toproviac

• I'm of Civil GovenmKnt for the Territory so acquired, or ar:V.

Dortion thereof; 'and

Whereas, (3iyil Government s.iid Lav/s arc necessary/, for the i.'

•ay, peace aiti|prosperity of Society; and
Whekeas:., it

crnments, that

ernments institu

emanate from th'

Therefore,
adoptioir of the fo

fundamental principle in all Republican Gov-
?iiticai power is inherent in the People; and Gca'-

fcr their protection, security and beneiit, should
me:

Committee beg leave to recommend ti

/

ing CONSTITUTION, until the Congress o
'

the United vStatessfMll otherwise provide for the Government of llv^

Territory hereinafter named and described, by admitting us into the

Union. WE, THE PEOPLE, Gratefulto the Supreme Being fos

the blessings hitherto enjo^y'ed, and feeling our dependence on Hi:ri

for a continuation of those blessings, do ordain, AXi> establisu s

riiEE AND Independent Government, by tlie name of the STAT-'-i

OF DB3ERKT; including all the Territory of the United States,

within the following boundaries, to w^t: Commencing at .the 33 .

North Latitude v/herc it crosses the lOS*^, Longitude, west of Greer

-

wiothj ibencc fuunnig South a: ' ' ^ :' t-o the Northern boundary o.i

P



\

jSVv. 'i . 'J'lie ('oiiii.'ii.s.siuiiris ijcvqin.j^rpyjcljc'd. fur, .shall Ii>ca(t^;

till roads herein contemplated, upon sach groiina us shall be most

conducive to the jjublic bcnelit, raid Jiavc power to open the sai;;.

through enclosures, farming lauds, «fcc., Avher;e, necessary.

Sec. 8. Any person feeling him or herself damaged by the

opening of any such road, through or apross their prcHiises, may
liave the same appraised by three judicious men, who shall,

in calculating such daniag(,'s, also consider the benefit accruing t;)

said premises iii consideration, of fiaid road, and if it shall appear

that the premises tlirough vvhlch said road shall pass, arc damaged
more thanbenefitedby tire same, tlie owners thereof may recover

the same by appeal to the County Courts, all such amounts to

be paid out of the Public Treasury.

Sec. 9. The peoidc in each Precinct may, at the lime of hold-

ing elections, elect a Supervisor of roads in each Precinct annual!)',

Avhosc duty it shall be to call out and expend the poll tax in eacii

Precinct, upon all roads Vv'ithiu said Precincts. It shall be his du-

ty to open and keep iii repair all such roads, and to collect from all

dclinqucn.ta the eiiuivalo^t of lltcir lubcr, and expend tlio amoinit

so collected upon tlic sanio.

Approved,. ^(171.. lit, l.Bijip.

AX ORDIXANCr: AUTHORIZING THE T.nCA'i^JON ny

STATE ROADS, ^fcc.

Passrd by Hie Gckcral 'Assctnhlij, Jan. 2S, 18.X'.

Sec. I. Bo it ordained by the General Assembly of the State
of Deserct, ijiat a State road, eight rods in width, be located from
Ogden, the Countyseat of^Vebcr County, south, passing the Tem-
ple Block, in Great Salt I^ake City; and terminating at the Tov>n
of Provo. the County seat of Utah County.

Sec. 2. Also a State read, of tbe same width, from the Temple
Block in Gi-eat Salt Lake City, to the County seat o Tuilla Couji-
ty; and tlie State Commissioner on public roads, "is hereby re-

quired to take due notice, and govern himself according to the Or-
dinance in such case made and provided, relating to lijs duties, in
locatiii^'thesiime. App-rovJcl, Feh'. 1, IS.jO.

AX OKOiXAXg^„PROVlDIXG FOUTIIE LOCATIOX OP'

COUXTiES'^ADCD PRECINCTS THEREIX NAMED, d:c.

jJ^i:'. 1. Ev' it ordained h\ ;!:c Ceneval Assemhlv of the State



ofpcscre'tVthaL ali' fliaf portion of couiitiy IcnoM^n as Wcbcr Valiey,.

and extending as far south as Stony Creek, raid Avcst to the Great
Salt Lake, shall be called Weber County.

Sec. 2. The County seat of said County sliall be located at

Ogd,en City.

.'Sec. ?>. The County of Weber shall be divided into three Pre-

cincts, as follows:—The City Precinct shall iiichide all of the

country lying in said County, between Ogden River and Sandy
Creek, all north of Ogden shall be called Ogden Precinct, and all

south of the second Creek in sa.id County. Sandy Precinct.

Sec. 4. All that portion of country knoAvn as the Valley of

the Great Salt Lake, and lying south of Stony Creek, shall be
called Great Salt Lake County.

Sec. 5. The County seat of said County shall be at Great
Salt Lake City.

Sec. . 6: Great Salt liake County sliall be divided into live Pre-

cincts as follows, to wit:—All north of the Plot Spring, and west
to the Jordan; thence down that river, eight miles; thence west
to the Great Salt Ijake; to be called North Kanyon Precinct.

Sec. 7. City Precinct shall include all that jjart of said County
lying east of Jordan, and between North Kanyon Precinct and the

farming lands on the south line of the Citv, and to the western
limits of said County.

Sec. 8. All that portion of country known as the farming land

cast of the Jordan, south of City Precincts, antl north of the south
line of the Big Field, thence to the eastern line of said County, to

bo known as Farmer's Precinct.

Sec. 9. Cotton-wood Precinct shall include all of that portion

of said County lying south of Farmer's Precinct, and east of Jordan.

See. 10. All of that portion of said County lying west of the
Jordan River, and south ofNorth Kanyon Precinct, shall be known
as Western Jordan Precinct.

Sec. 11. All that portion of country railed Utah Valley, shall

1)0 called Utah County; the County seat of which shall be located

at Provo City.

Sec. 12. The aforesaid County shall be one Precinct, Avlien

the County Court shall deem it necessary to organize; in which
case, tiie said Court is liereby authorized to divide otf as maiiv
Precincts as shall he necessary for the con\'onienco of the people.

Sec. 13. San Pete Valley; sliall. be a County, including the

boundaries of said valley, and called San Pete County; having one
l\ccinct, until the County Court shall deem it necessary for the

coTivcnience of the ])eople to have more: wlicn the said ('omtmav
cri^ate more as lh;n' sliall see j^opor.



Notice of Origin of Publication 

Provided by the Utah State Archives 

The Following Document “Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials. 

Passy by the First Annual, and Special Sessions of the Legislative 

Assembly of the Territory of Utah,” provides the joint resolution 

by the Utah Territorial Legislative body reenacting and 

reaffirming the previously created laws by the State of Deseret, 

found in the State of Deseret Constitution, which laws included 

the creation of Salt Lake County (and other counties), their 

boundaries, and county seats by the ordinance titled “An 

Ordinance Providing for the Location of Counties and Precincts 

Therein Named.” 

Daniel Cureton, 

Digital and Reference Archivist 

March 15, 2023 



ACTS,

RESOLUTIONS, AND MEMORIALS.
PASSRD BY T1i1

FIRST ANNUAL, AND SPECIAL SESSIONS. OF TI-.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

OF THE

TERRITORY OF UTAH,

BEGUN AND HELD AT GREAT 'SALT 1AKE CIq'Y. No

THE 22ND DAY OF SEPTEMBER, .. P., 1851.

ALSO rH .

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED S't1A'IP'..

AND THE

ACT ORGANIZING TIE TERRITORY,OF UTr H.

Pubfebie by Authoity of the Lgiolative hsembly.

G. S. L. CITY, U. T.
1852.

BRIG IAM If. YOUNG "PJlT,:B,"
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